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STREETLIGHTS
Main Street lights will be replaced eventually! We are in
the hands of the Contractor and the date given to us was
end November/early December but that seems to be
slipping. We’ve decided to have 13 ‘Heritage­style’ lights
stretching from the Church to the northernmost point of
Pump Hill. These will be similar to the ones in Scholes.

The cost of special heritage treatment has to be met from
our funds and, including painting all of Main Street lights
black, this will total around £14,500. We have applied for
help to the LCC N.E. Area Outer Committee and we are
waiting to see if we succeed but, in any event, the scheme
will go ahead even if we have to fully fund it.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
We’ll get some as usual on Church yard, to create the
Pump Hill but not elsewhere same effect as on Pump Hill.
this year because of streetlights We will also consider in future
being replaced. The money whether it is practical to
raised from the sale of Leeds extend this lighting elsewhere
Festival tickets this year has in the village, subject to the
been earmarked for extra practicality of location of
Christmas lights on the large junction boxes and availability
trees at the front of the of funds.

y pp
offer from the Festival organisers. We were aware that the
tickets were very sought­after and that other villages had
experienced all sorts of trouble in organising a fair and
transparent system of allocation, but we had a go.

Hopefully the exercise will be repeated and continue as long as
the Festival remains at Bramham. The money generated has to
be spent on community projects and £2000 is a very good
sum for a village like ours. Lessons learnt from this year’s
organisation should ensure a smoother ride from now on!

LEEDS FESTIVAL TICKETS

SCHOOL FIELD
Inching forward – we have
agreement from LCC to lease
this whole area to us for a
peppercorn rent. A footpath
access from alongside the
Bowling Green has to be
finalised, as has a temporary
access to serve for large
machinery during construction
only. As we move forward we
will be helped by Officers from
LCC to put together a plan and
to access sources of funding to
complement the funds we have
ourselves.

Our thinking initially is for
multi­purpose courts which can
be used by residents and by
school for tennis/netball etc.,
a football field and some
landscaping with areas where
people can sit. We also have
other ideas which include an
outside gym that has strongly
constructed exercise equipment
for use by all including adults
and a cycle course.

When plans are more advanced
we will hold a public meeting
so everyone can have a say in
what they would like to see.
It will be great to have this
much­neglected but very central
area brought back into use
and to see it become a good
village asset.



During this year we’ve given The Village Hall was helped of help can be given but you

This year a joint exercise was
carried out by our Community
Officers with some of the
children. The speed of vehicles
was checked at the bottom of
School Lane and this
reinforced the message to our
children that we should all

slow down through the village.
The Police have done other
anti­speeding operations and
we asked that FarmWatch
appeal to their members to
keep the speed of tractors and
the like down. It’s difficult for
farmers who are anxious to get

their crops in during good
weather but that’s no excuse
for speeding through the
village. The two flashing speed
signs have worked well and
have been promptly repaired
on the odd occasion they have
needed attention.

SPEEDING AND SCHOOL

O RGA N I S AT I O N S H E L P E DO RGA N I S AT I O N S H E L P E D
money from our Grants budget
to the Aberford in Bloom group
and everyone seems to agree
they have done good work.
Volunteers are welcome – if you
want to help contact Maria
Wild or Matt Thompson on
0776 4572673 or email
matt.maria@waitrose.com.
Some generous sponsors came
forward for some of the beds
and any person or company
willing to do this should
contact the Group direct.

We have also given money to
the Church to enable vegetation
which was encroaching on the
‘new graveyard’ to be cut back.

with a grant of £1000 towards
refurbishing the toilets.

The Globe Youth Group is
being helped during the course
of the first year of operation and
this represents a considerable
financial outlay but one which
we feel is important for our
older children.

If your village organisation
feels it has a good case for
asking for financial help then
please look, in the first
instance, at the Grants Policy
and Application Form on our
website or contact the Clerk for
a written copy. No guarantee

can ask!

SCHOOL LINKS
We have very good liaison
with school and Cllr Ray
Alderson is Chairman of
the School Governors.
We meet within the school
on the third Tuesday of
every month at 7.30
except when school is
closed when we move to
the Methodist Chapel.

At the moment the school
have a vacancy for a
lunchtime supervisor so if
anyone is interested then
please contact them direct.

This hasn’t spread to any great you use them even if you’re just draw our curtains because we

‘CRIME FLU’

extent in our village but this is
the season when it does
increase. Long dark fine nights
bring the ‘germs’ out – not to
mention those that sneak about
in daylight! Please be on your
guard and follow the advice of
our Community Police – good
locks and bolts and make sure

upstairs or in another part of the
house – car keys put away safely
– leave lights on if you’re out
and not always the same ones –
leave cars empty – report
anyone who looks dodgy – if an
alarm goes off be a good
neighbour and have a look, but
keep safe. Many of us don’t

are not overlooked but perhaps
we should to stop someone
seeing what they can steal! We
have a very good relationship
with our local Police who attend
nearly all our monthly meetings
and FarmWatch is very active in
this area with a rapid alert
system via mobile phones.



A huge difference this year to process to see that the Parish is

This year the children
designed some posters about
littering and dog fouling and
we gave some prizes for the
best ones. You may have
seen some of them around
the village – it was a very
worthwhile exercise to get the
young ones aware of how
unsightly litter spoils it for
everyone. People do seem to
be clearing up after their
dogs too which is good.

We do have a big problem
with notices being tacked up
on wooden telephone posts
and even stuck to painted
streetlight columns. Whilst it’s
awful to lose a loved pet, was
it really necessary to put so
many notices up – even on
street signs in one case!
This really must stop – it is
unsightly and those who put
up the notices never remove
them but leave them to rot
(or not in the case of
laminated ones).

There are a number of
Noticeboards which can be
used at the moment – a small
one on a house wall nearly
opposite Highfields, the main
board at Pump Hill, one on
the wall of the garage next to
the Village Hall. Additionally
it is likely that permission
would be given by the
Methodist Chapel, the
Church and the Village Hall
for their boards to be used.
We are looking at providing
a further one or two boards
so there should be no reason
for the sort of ‘fly posting’ of
notices we have been seeing.

LITTER/NOTICES

many recent ones. So far we
have only had around 20
applications to look at and
those involving housing were
for extensions of some sort.
The previous year we probably
had in the order of four times
that number. In most cases the
property is visited before an
opinion is given to LCC
Planners. They have the final
decision. LCC are again
conducting a huge planning
exercise which follows on from
the Unitary Development Plan
of several years ago. We will
be keeping a close eye on this

not disadvantaged.

A long­running saga – we all
know you set off to Lotherton
Hall along a reasonably good
path only to find halfway along
that it gets extremely narrow
and overgrown.

Considering how LCC promote
Lotherton Hall/cycling/walkers
etc and that we are the nearest
village where people might
walk from and to, we have not
succeeded so far in getting

them to allocate funds to
upgrade this well­used path.
It seems not enough people
have died or been injured but
near­misses are not recorded
of course.

Only the agile and those with
their wits about them should
tackle this walk in single file
and certainly not with small
children/push chair etc.
We’ll keep on trying.

LOTHERTON LANE FOOTPATH

These were really missed this year due to our understanding that
the streetlights were to be replaced a few months ago. Anyway the
good news is that brackets will be put on many more for next year
– including the new heritage ones – so we hope for a good show.

We will be having a slightly different ‘pot’ style which LCC
recommend now because they have a reservoir built­in and the
plants thrive better in them. We’ll ask for sponsors in the usual way.

HANGING BASKETS

PUMP HILL
FENCING
This is to be replaced
shortly – it’s a personal
opinion and everyone has
a different one as to what
it should be, but we’ve
decided on green treated
wooden posts with a
cylindrical metal horizontal
rail in black. We won’t
bore you with how the
Clerk got 8 of us to come
to an agreement!

PLANNING



OUTER PARTS OF THE PARISH
Cllr Forster keeps an eye on
the Garforth part of the Parish,
looking at any plans for that area
and he has been involved in
commenting on the development
of the old open cast site where
there has been recent activity. It is
anticipated that the new road
layout will commence at the
beginning of 2010.

This will involve a small amount of
dual carriageway from the
motorway roundabout to a new
roundabout to be placed just
above the present entrance to the
field. He has also been trying to get
the pavement between the

motorway roundabout and the
Hook Moor junction brought up to
a better standard – it is a slow
process to get LCC to take action
but the fight goes on! The public
footpath across some farmland in
the area requires action to open it
up again and this is being pursued.

The entrance to Cedar Ridge is,
hopefully, to be attended to by the
Garforth in Bloom group. Cllr
Forster is also trying to persuade
LCC to tidy up the ginnel between
Briarlands and the Cedar Ridge
estates but there is a dispute over
the ownership of the hedge. There
is also an outstanding litter pick to

LASTLY
You can see information on our website: www.aberfordonline.com.
and Minutes are put on the central Noticeboard at Pump Hill. Contact
details appear on the website but most of you know who we are in any case.

WHAT ELSE WE’VE BEEN DOING
Apart from the monthly
meeting we have attended
liaison meetings with the
Police, LCC Area Committee
meetings, Officers of LCC
about streetlights, school field,
drainage problems,
pavements, fencing, liaised
with school and attended
functions, helped many
residents with their personal
concerns on planning and the
like. As there are only 8 of us
when we could have 11 and
we all have a life outside of the
Parish Council, we would

welcome getting up to full
strength.

Would you think about giving
just a few hours a month?
Perhaps you have a particular
interest like planning or
expertise which would be
helpful. Some of us do Parish
Council work whilst also
holding down fulltime jobs, or
running businesses and having
family commitments so it really
can be fitted in. Please consider
helping.

cover not only the ginnel but also
the field surrounding the football
ground which has been postponed
because of the recent strike.

We hope everyone in our
outer areas feels that they can
approach us if they have any
problems and we are very aware
that part of Garforth and other
scattered houses and farms are all
part of our large Parish.

OUR BANK
BALANCES
These are healthy at the present
time. We think we will end the year
with a reasonable carry­over.
However, many of you will
remember the fight we had to keep
development out of the Parlington
Park area and this is one of the
reasons why we want to keep a
reasonable sum in reserve.

There are no outside funds
allocated for Parish Councils to
fight developments that residents
don’t want. Considering also the
projected expenditure for the next
financial year, we are likely to be
raising the Precept a little this time –
after maintaining the same level for
four years. We also have around
£78,000 which has to be kept
separate and can only be spent on
capital projects and which we will
be using for the School Field
facilities. It’s likely we will have to
augment this sum by seeking grant
funding from other sources as such
facilities don’t come cheap.

Merry Christmas and Happy Year !
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